BRITISH COLUMBIA GIRLS CHOIR
ANNOUNCES NEW ARTISTIC DIRECTOR
The British Columbia Girls Choir is thrilled to announce that
Cassie Luftspring is our new Artistic Director!
Cassie’s extensive musical education and choral experience make her
a natural and ideal successor. As a versatile choral artist, Cassie has
made an impact working with several leading organizations across
North America, including the Toronto Children’s Chorus, Vancouver
Youth Choir, Vancouver Children's Choir, University of Toronto
ensembles, and Cantabile Youth Singers of Silicon Valley, among
others.
As we welcome Cassie into the Artistic Director role, we say a fond farewell to Fiona
Blackburn.
Spanning 22 years of leadership, Fiona led more than 1000
singers and took the choir on 10 major tours, most recently to
Wales in 2018 where she led the choir in its winning performance
at the Llangollen International Musical Eisteddfod competition and
brought the ‘Children’s Choir of the World’ trophy back to Canada.
Throughout Fiona's tenure, BCGC's reputation for musical
excellence has flourished; her vision, leadership and commitment
to Canadian music and composers has brought the choir to the
pinnacle of excellence. We are deeply grateful for all that Fiona has
brought to BCGC, and wish her many more years of music making.
Cassie has been BCGC’s Assistant Director for the past two seasons. During that time, our
organization has fought and overcome the challenges and limitations of the pandemic, and
we are excited to continue along the path of growth, and thrive together as a community
under Cassie’s talent and energetic leadership. With the support of the BCGC staff and
board of directors, Cassie is delighted to step into the role of Artistic Director this fall. To
learn more about her, visit bcgirlschoir.org/team.
Gloria Loucks, Board President
on behalf of the Board of Directors
info@glorialoucks.com

Nicole Wright, General Manager
on behalf of the Administration
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ABOUT BCGC
giving voice, enriching lives, creating extraordinary music
The British Columbia Girls Choir is recognized as one of the finest treble voice choirs in the
world, having won the highest honour of ‘2018 Children’s Choir of the World’ at the
prestigious Llangollen International Musical Eisteddfod (LIME) in Wales. Most recently, the
choir won the 2020 LIME Online Competition as the favourite performance of the past
quarter century in the Children’s category.
BC Girls Choir offers training for singers ages 6-18 in four graduated choir levels. Singers
achieve a high level of artistry and thrive under exceptional choral leadership, supported by
outstanding administrative and artistic teams and a committed board of directors. Between
newly commissioned works by renowned choral composers and an extensive music library,
this vibrant multi-level choir performs fun and challenging repertoire in a variety of styles and
languages. BCGC provides a range of exciting opportunities for its members, including guest
appearances with world-renowned artists, collaborations with professional musical groups,
recordings and world travel. In recent years, BCGC has made appearances with such artists
as the Vancouver Chamber Choir, Elektra Women’s Choir, Chor Leoni, The Tenors and
opera superstar Ben Heppner. Whenever possible, the choir endeavours to support
Canadian choral music. BCGC has been fortunate to perform the works of Canadian
composers in Australia, China, America, Costa Rica, and much of Europe.
BCGC programs build confidence and foster social and personal responsibility, while offering
a welcoming community for singers and their families. Singers develop lasting friendships in
a safe, respectful and supportive environment that nurtures their musical and personal
growth. Their experiences are further enriched by structured mentorship and community
outreach programs. The choir is strongly committed to reaching others in our community with
our voices; the girls have raised funds and lent their support to such organizations as the
Downtown Eastside Women’s Shelter, Salvation Army’s Camp Sunrise for youth, St. James
Music Academy, Kids Help Phone and many more.
Sharing the joy of choral music, meeting new friends from around the world, and singing to
make a change in the girls’ own communities – this is what BC Girls Choir loves to do.
BCGC is a member of the B.C. Choral Federation, and the Arts Councils of Burnaby, New
Westminster and Surrey. For more information on the choir’s history, please visit our
website: bcgirlschoir.org.
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